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  Last month I wrote about a recent commitment I   
made to accept an invitation from a writer named 
Stephen Doughty to respond to the question: 
"Where, this past week, have I actually seen 
Christian community?"—to which he added these 
words of encouragement: "Beneath the specific 
answers I will hear a beckoning...What I will hear is 
a soft, steady call to enter more fully the places 
where God stirs up love.  It is not a matter of watch- 
ing now.  We are called to give ourselves to such 
places, and to receive with wonder what God offers 
in the midst of them.  Only then will we discover 
most fully what we, together, are to be about." 
  This morning I recalled a piece I had read over 30 
years ago concerning a visit that was made to 
Henri Nouwen by a former student, and I was able 
to find it in a file of old worship materials.  In this 
piece Nouwen speaks warmly of the good, exten- 
ded period of shared silence he and the former 
student experienced together, and then writes:  "As 
a deep peace filled the empty space between us he 
said hesitantly, 'When I look at you it is as if I am in 
the presence of Christ.'  I did not feel startled, sur- 
prised or in need of protesting, but I could only say, 
'It is the Christ in you, who recognizes the Christ in 
me.' 'Yes,' he said, 'He is indeed in our midst.'  And  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
then he spoke the words which entered into my 
soul as the most healing words I had heard in many 
years: 'From now on, wherever you go, or wherever  
go, all the ground between us will be holy ground.'  
And when he left I knew that he had revealed to me 
what community really means." 
  At the Michigan District Conference this past 
weekend I was aware, during Love Feast on Friday, 
of a "silent bond" between myself and another 
person, a person with whom I typically only make 
connections once a year--during District Confer- 
ence!  I later approached this person, shared some 
greetings, and then asked two questions: "So, what 
is some good news in your life these days?" and 
"What is stirring in your heart and soul these days?" 
(Of course, I did give the person ample opportunity 
to answer the first question before I moved on to 
the second!).  It was very good for me to get an up- 
date on the person's spiritual journey. 
  Sometime on Saturday (I believe it was following 
the evening worship) this same person approached 
me, looked me in the eyes and said very earnestly, 
"Doug, you often ask me about how things are with 
my heart and soul."  And then after a brief pause 
added, "And I am wondering how things are with 
you...really."  This gave me an opportunity to share 
some of the significant things happening in my own 
spiritual journey. 
 
(continued on page 3 – see PASTOR DOUG) 



SEPTEMBER           2008 
  1 Labor Day 
  2  
  3 Quilting 9 AM   
  4  
  5  
  6   
  7 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
  8 Church Board 7 PM 
  9   
10 Quilting 9 AM   
11   
12   
13   
14 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
15  
16   
17 Quilting 9 AM   
18  
19 
20  
21 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
22   
23  
24 Quilting 9 AM   
25 
26 
27 
28 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
     2¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday  
29  
30  
Musicians: 9/7, 14: Jeannie K., Joe M songleader 
9/21: Joe M. /Wanda B, Paulette R. song leader 
9/28: Libby K/Joe M., Paulette R song leader 
Greeters – Joyce & Duane S. 
Usher – Chris H. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
 NOTICE: CHANGE FROM AUGUST 31 TO  
NOVEMBER 30 (14 SUNDAYS) the church will be 
meeting together in the basement for an 
intergenerational experience rooted in the Church of 
the Brethren 300th Anniversary Curriculum for 
children/youth.  Each Sunday’s experience will begin 
at 9:45 AM and last for about 1½ hours.  Each 
gathering will include some music, prayer and a 
variety of interactive experiences (discussing/sharing, 
stories, drama, games, fellowship, snacks, etc.) using 
an overall theme of “Piecing it together/Quilting”.  
The hope is that persons of all ages at Hope (and 
others) will make some new and/or renewed 
connections with our unique heritage as people of 
God who are both Christian and Brethren.  
Beginning Dec. 7, we will again be following our 
regular schedule of worship at 9:45 AM and 
Study at 11 AM.  

OCTOBER              2008  
  1 Quilting 9 AM   
  2  
  3  
  4   
  5 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
    Love Feast following worship 
  6 Church Board 7 PM 
  7  
  8 Quilting 9 AM   
  9  
10  
11  
12 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
13    
14  
15   Quilting 9 AM      
16 
17 
18  
19 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
      Newsletter items due 
      Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
20   
21  
22 Print & mail newsletters  
22 Quilting 9 AM   
23  
24 
25  
26 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME     
GWCTD sheets need to be in if you are planning 
to participate 
     2 ¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday 
27  
28   
29 Quilting 9 AM   
30  
31  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Musicians: 10/5, 12-Jeannie K/Joe M, songleader 
10/19: Joe M. /Wanda B, Paulette R, song leader 
10/26: Libby K/Joe M, Paulette R, song leader 
Greeters – Keith & Jean B.    
Usher – Connie F. 
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(continued from page 1 – PASTOR DOUG)  
 On Sunday, right before we were ready to leave, 
this same person came up to me in silence and 
held out a closed hand in the manner of wanting to 
share a gift with me.  As I held out a receptive 
hand, the person dropped into it a pair of home- 
made dice--on all six sides of one die was written 
the word "Trust"; on all six sides of the other die 
was written the world "God". 
  Community.  It is a good discipline to notice it.  It 
is even better to experience it.  It is to be received 
with wonder.  It is a place of discovering what we 
are to be about.  It "stirs us to love and good 
works." (Hebrews 10:24-25).  It might even stir in 
us a deepening trust in God--sort of like a pair o' 
dice can do; sort of like a taste of paradise can do.  
It is the Christ in us recognizing the Christ in 
others.  And when it "happens", it leaves an ex- 
panse of holy ground between us and among us.     
                                           (Pastor Doug)        
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Items for the newsletters are due on these 
dates: 10/19, & 12/14. To be done: 10/22 & 
12/17. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Next 3  months 
Nov.  2 – Daylight Savings Time ends 
Nov.  2 -  GWCTD envelopes will be passed  
                out today. 
Nov.  3 – Church Board 7 PM 
Nov.  8 – Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner 6PM 
Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 25 – Thanksgiving Service w/Freeport  
                 Churches at TBA 
Nov. 27 – Thanksgiving Day 
Dec. 1 – Church Board – 7 PM 
Dec. 14 – Newsletter items due 
Dec. 17– Newsletters made & mailed 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Service –time TBA 
Dec. 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY  
Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve 
Jan. 1 – NEW YEARS DAY 
Jan. 4-Bread & Cup Communion 
Jan. 5- Church Board 7 PM 
Jan. 6 – Epiphany (12 days after Christmas 
Jan. 20 – Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
PRAYERS & CONCERNS: Bertha Polzin, Letha 
Buckingham, Betty Wieland, for others who have 
crisis in their lives, for the soldiers overseas and all the 
people here at home in the USA and for those in the 
world that needs Shalom. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

BIRTHDAYS - SEPTEMBER 
  1 Alexa Calloway 
  3 Jerry Buys, Joe McRoberts 
  4 Lynette Guyer, Dalton Seese 
  8 Brenda Buehler, Anna Riccius 
10 Dawn Deardorff, Kristine Miller Warf 
13 Ross Livingston 
16 Sara Overholt 
18 John Willoughby 
24 Karen Joseph 
25 Joe Spencer 
26 Allison Crumback, Rick Stewart 
30 Amanda Barker, Lisa Calloway 
ANNIVERSARIES 
  3 Jerry & Lori Buys-25 yrs. 
  4 Kim & Dawn Deardorff-32 yrs. 
  6 Greg & Heather Burnell-11 yrs. 
  6 Mike & Glenda Davenport-21 yrs. 
  9 Tom & Wanda Burnell-30 yrs. 
21 Gordon & Beverly Binns-24 yrs. 
26 Darrell & Barb Bosworth-39 yrs 
26 Paul & Bonnie Crumback-49 yrs. 
For a total of 231 married year this month 
BIRTHDAYS - OCTOBER 
  2 Tom Burnell 
  6 B. J. Buehler, LeRoy Griffin, Ammon Miller 
  6 Cody Kulicamp, Neil Reichenbach 
10 Darin Kulicamp 
11 Ron Bjork, Imogene Kauffman 
12 Cassandra Tuttle 
14 Darcy Tho-Biaz 
17 Michelle Kennedy 
18 Alan Kauffman, Ray Vanderwood 
19 Dan Kauffman Jr. 
20 Dylan Burnell, Mary Walker, Julie Williams 
22 John Overholt, David Riccius 
25 D. J. Falconer, Heather Posthumus 
26 Bryan Posthumus 
27 Trevor Bosworth 
29 Pamela Mix 
30 Steve Williams 
ANNIVERSARIES 
  4 Duane & Joyce Snavely-56 yrs. 
  5 Tom & Barbara Griswold-17 yrs. 
  8 Don & Connie Falconer-48 yrs. 
20 Wayne & Lynette Guyer-24 yrs. 
23 Ammon & Violet Miller-60 yrs 
25 Norm & Mary Walker-11 yrs. 
29 Ron & Peg France-41 yrs. 
For a total of 257 married years this month. 
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Our Daily Meds 
    Everyone talks about healthcare, but few ask why we 
are so sick to begin with.  Melody Peterson’s book “Our 
Daily Meds” goes a long way toward explaining that the 
people who came up with the “cures” are actually the 
problem. 
     Melody worked on this book for four years.  She has 
won the Gerald Loeb Award in business reporting.  She 
doesn’t paint a very nice picture of the drug companies 
and the doctors that push their drugs.  In the last thirty 
years, the big drug companies have transformed them- 
selves into marketing machines selling dangerous meds 
as if they were Coca Cola or Cadillacs.  They have be- 
come experts at promoting fear of disease just so they 
can sell us hope.  There is no question that drugs can 
and do save lives.  But the relentless marketing has 
enriched CEO’s and sent up stock all this at a cost to the 
public.  Prescription pills taken as directed by Doctors are 
estimated to kill one American every 5 minutes.  Once the 
most successful drug companies were those with the 
brightest scientist searching for cures.  Now the most 
profitable and powerful drug makers are those with the 
most reactive and aggressive marketers.  Selling pre- 
scription drugs rather than discovering them has become 
the drug companies’ obsession. 
    Americans spent $250 billion in 2003 on prescriptions, 
more than the combined gross domestic product of 
Argentina and Peru.  Out drug market has become so 
lucrative that man foreign drug companies have moved in 
and now depend on America for most of their profits.  We 
spend more on medicine than do all the people of Japan, 
Germany, France, Italy, Spain, the UK, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada, Mexico, Brazil & Argentina combined.  
Almost 65 % of the nation now takes drugs available only 
by prescription.  Children line u in the dining hall of their 
summer camps to get their daily supply.  Even dogs get 
Prozac if they howl too much at the moon.   
    Dr. Arnold Relman, professor emeritus at Harvard 
Medical School, states “We have become a grossly over 
prescribed nation.”  Again you see examples where 
patients get far more medication than they need.  The 
average seniors in America are probably taking twice or 
three times the medicine they require.  Drug companies 
have institutionalized deception.  TV stations during their 
programs were showing videos that had been created by 
drug companies to promote their products secretly with- 
out scrutiny from the FDA.  The companies made video 
look like the works of broadcast journalists, while con- 
cealing their own involvement, showing physicians, 
grateful patients and elaborate graphics made to appear 
like real news.  Only a minority of the 177 new drugs 
approved between 1989-1993, the FDA official wrote, had 

offered any clear clinical advantage over drugs already 
being sold.  Companies used promotion, they said, to 
show the new drugs were somehow different and 
necessary.  Millions made by drug companies is paying 
pharmacists to get doctors to switch patients to their 
products, even when such a switch could harm the 
person. 
    More troubling was some companies’ practice of 
paying doctors to prescribe medications in which the 
companies called clinical trials but were really campaigns 
run by marketers.  These trials served little or no scientific 
purpose.  They were thinly veiled attempts to entice 
doctors to prescribe a new drug.  Large drug companies 
are looking for the mega block buster drug.  Ones that 
bring in a billion or more a year.  Vioxx was one for the 
Merck Co.  They kept selling it even though they found 
that poor patients in Tennessee who were taking high 
doses of Vioxx had significantly more heart attacks and 
strokes than patients not using such high amounts. 
     It is not know how many Americans die every year in 
accidents caused by drivers impaired by prescription 
drugs.  Concerned that medications were sedating older 
drivers, Dr. Wayne A Ray, a professor at Vanderbilt 
University, compared the prescription records of Medicaid 
patients in Tennessee with police reports of motor vehicle 
accidents.  On the basis of that data, he estimated that 
psychoactive drugs taken by older drivers were to blame 
for 16,000 motor vehicle accidents causing    
injuries every year in America.  That is about 44 injury 
accidents everyday, just for drivers 65 and older. Some 
medications are worse than alcohol in that they can 
incapacitate a driver without warning. 
    As the drug industry has devoted itself to aggressive 
promotion, it has been transformed from one with the 
ability to do great good to one that is causing far too 
much harm.  It is not just a few companies involved.  The 
profiteering has become routine. 
     Melody Peterson suggests one way to protect yourself 
is to find a physician who refuses to take the drug 
industry’s handouts and instead works only to give 
patients the best care.  She lists many ways one can 
protect oneself.  It would be worthwhile to read the book 
for the stories of the many victims and the ways one 
might protect yourself.  Yours truly, Jiggs Miller 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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Earth in Earnest 
Welcome to the September 07 issue of the New 

Community Project’s environmental e-newsletter, Earth in 
Earnest 

"What is the use of a house if you haven't got a tolerable 
planet to put it on?"  ~Henry David Thoreau 

     It is difficult to believe that it is indeed autumn as we 
are still breaking high temperature records almost daily 
here in northeast Tennessee. Still, we are settling into the 
more regular routine that fall brings for our family, and for 
us, it is also a time of evaluating and completing any 
home maintenance that is necessary before the colder 
weather that winter will bring. It is recommended that we 
change our batteries in our smoke detectors when time 
changes (associated with daylight savings time) in the 
spring & the fall. This is a good way to remember to do so 
in order to keep the detectors in good working order in 
case of fire. In that same vein, I would suggest an energy 
checkup in spring & fall.  It’s a good time to make certain 
that one's home & automobile are in tip top shape so that 
there will be little energy waste. There may be changes 
that one needs to make while transitioning to cooler 
temperatures.  There may be energy leaks that aren't 
even apparent unless they are pointed out by a 
professional. Often power providers will do a free energy 
evaluation for homeowners, & at the very least will 
provide tips on energy conservation. Be sure to take note 
of the suggestions offered in this edition.  You will also 
find a savory white chili recipe submitted by an e in e 
reader. Perhaps you'll enjoy a hot bowl of it on a cool fall 
evening while taking in the suggested reading!           
     "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up."         ~Galatians 6:9 
Simplify- Nearly 50% of a household's annual energy 
costs go toward heating and cooling. That means a lot of 
money is spent, but it also means there is a lot of room 
for improvement.  Older furnaces were only made to be 
about 60% efficient when new (and are even worse as 
they age), however, some of the latest models are 95% 
efficient. Check into this if you are upgrading. If not, have 
your furnace tuned up every couple of years. Note that 
furnaces & boilers use the most energy when starting up. 
Therefore it is a good idea to leave the thermostat alone 
for at least four hour stretches (energy will be saved if 
you are able to turn the temperature down for four or 
more hours), and to find out the cause if you hear your 

furnace frequently firing up. In addition, it helps to 
vacuum floor heating vents and radiators and to change 
furnace filters frequently. 
     Another helpful fact is that 16% of the heat produced 
by the furnace is lost through uncovered windows. 
Therefore, curtains or window shades are an easy 
improvement while exterior shutters or awnings are even 
better. Further, consider that white or light colors will 
reflect heat while dark window coverings absorb heat. 
Finally, in cold weather open east-, south- or west-facing 
window  curtains/shades  to let sunlight and heat in 
during the day, and close them immediately when the sun 
has set to retain heat. 
     On the congregational level, consider inviting Tom 
Benevento to visit and to offer some practical tips about 
greening your church. This is a part of New Community 
Project's Undoing Global Warming project, and it is a 
great way to care for creation and a likely way to save 
your church some "green" as well!  Go to:  
http://newcommunityproject.org/grounds_keepers.shtml   
to find out more. 
   "O sacred season of Autumn, be my teacher, for I wish  
full-colored beauty, I sense all about you an at-homeness 
with your amber riches."        ~Edward Hays 

View from the Bike 
      Since I don’t plan on giving in to those saddle-bag 
kind of things on my bike, the backpack is an essential 
piece of equipment. Along with tire repair items and the 
bike lock, it also serves to carry whatever I can’t get in my 
pockets—items such as stray aluminum cans and of 
course groceries. In fact, the folks at the local Hispanic 
market where I do most of my shopping nearly always 
remember not to start putting my groceries in a plastic 
bag, as my backpack is waiting outside (the security guy 
makes me “check it” if I bring it in.  
     So this is how I’ve resolved the ancient “paper or 
plastic” debate. Except that this is really a big debate 
about nothing. For the record (according to 
reusablebags.com), plastic bags take less energy and 
cause less pollution to create than paper ones, and when 
recycled demand less energy also (of course, using a bag 
from home is the best option). But these energy stats 
pale when compared to what goes in the bag—whatever 
kind we choose. For instance, (according to Omnivore’s 
Dilemma) every calorie of processed food containing 
significant amounts of milled corn (just about all of them) 
requires 10 calories of fossil fuels to produce. One pound 
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of beef is backed by a quart of oil (for the fertilizers and 
fuels to raise it).  And the Sierra Club calculates that it 
took half a gallon of fuel to fly that four-pound pineapple 
in from Hawaii. 
   With the complexity of so many of our environmental 
impacts, there’s something invigorating about a choice  
like what kind of bag to carry our groceries out of the 
store – it’s nice to have such clear options for a change.  
The important decisions, however, were made in the 
aisles long before we got to the checkout. 
World Environment 
  Former V. P. Al Gore is slated to receive Sierra Club’s 
top honor, the John Muir award.  He is recognized as one 
of the first politicians to grasp the seriousness of climate 
change, and has since widely presented the science 
behind global warming through talks and his book & film, 
An Inconvenient Truth.  In addition, he organized Live 
Earth Concerts which reached a global audience and 
invited viewers to make a pledge to take action for the 
environment.  He has also been nominated for the 2007 
Nobel Peace Prize for his environmental work. 
  The John Muir Award commemorates Sierra Club’s 
founder, John Muir, whose actions helped to save the 
Yosemite Valley among other wilderness areas. 
   Canada has recently been invited to join the Asia 
Pacific Partnership on Clean Development and Climate. 
Australia, Japan and S. Korea are already on board and 
Canada would like to use this to bring the United States, 
China and India and other big greenhouse gas producers 
into an agreement on the climate change according to 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper.  Critics call this 
partnership a sham substitute for the Kyoto Protocol. 
 Book Review  
Perhaps the shorter days of the coming season will afford 
more reading time.  I found the following review of 
recently released Ignition at the Island Press website 
quite intriguing.     
   The evidence of irrefutable:  global warming is real.  
While the debate continues about just how much damage 
spiking temperatures will wreak, we know the threat to 
our homes, health, and even way of life is dire.  So why 
isn’t America doing anything?  Where is the national 
campaign to stop this catastrophe? 
   It may lie between covers of this book.  Ignition brings 
together some of the world’s finest thinkers and 
advocates to jump start the ultimate green revolution.  
Including celebrated writers like Bill McKibben and 
renowned scholars like Gus Speth, as well as young 
activists, the authors draw on direct experience in 
grassroots organizations, education, law and social 
leadership.  Their approaches are various, from building 

coalitions to win political battles to rallying shareholders 
to change corporate behavior. But they share a belief that 
private fears about deadly heat waves and disastrous 
hurricanes can translate into powerful public action. 
For anyone who feels compelled to do more than change 
their light bulbs or occasionally carpool, Ignition is an 
essential guide. Combining incisive essays with success 
stories and web resources, the book helps readers 
answer the most important question we all face: "What 
can I do? 
  This book was released in July 2007 and is available 
(along with many other environmental titles) at 
www.islandpress.org. 
 What’s to eat? 
According to the Worldwatch Institute, 60 million people 
could be adequately fed by the grain saved if all people 
living in the United States reduced their intake of meat by 
ten percent. The following recipe for White Chili submitted 
by e in e reader, Peg Duffy uses tofu instead of chicken 
 
White Chili 
1-2 packages of firm tofu, squeezed and broken 
1 large onion chopped 
2 yellow peppers chopped 
1/2 cup of celery chopped 
2 cans of chopped chilies 
2 cans of navy beans drained 
1 pound corn 
2 cups vegetable broth 
1 t ground cumin 
pinch of parsley, coriander, oregano 
pepper to taste 
 
Sauté tofu and onion in a little olive oil until golden brown. 
Add peppers and sauté 10 minutes; add chilies, corn, 
spices, beans and broth. Simmer about 1 hour. 
Kim Chaffin Care for Creation Specialist, 
New Community Project, Jonesborough, TN 
NCP main office: 728 Wilder St., Elgin, IL 60123;  
888-800-2985 toll free; 
ncp@newcommunityproject.org          
 
Editor: Darlene Vanderwood 
vandar@sbdglobal.net  
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