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        I had the experience last summer that was 
evocative of “community,” and the memory of it 
has mot only persisted within me, but has evol- 
ved into a yearning for such.  I have, by nature, 
been vulnerable to letting such yearnings “steal” 
some of my joy.   The self-awareness I do have 
at this point has softened  the impact of this on 
my present overall state of contentment, but I 
am paying attention  It was certainly a reminder 
to me that an aching for community runs like a 
deep stream in my inner being, even though this 
ache hasn’t welled up like this for a long time.  
When it comes to experiences of community that 
have roused my passion I have, during the past 
number of years, felt a little “old” (or is it 
‘maturity’?).  But lately I have been feeling some 
old “stirrings” again (the “passions” of my 
“youth”?).  I am just wondering: When it comes 
to these yearnings for community, is God 
nudging me in the spirit of Elijah to “go back the 
way you have come…”, or is God inviting me to 
take a closer look at the here and now, or both; 
or something else?  What’s ahead, I wonder? 
        When I was on spiritual retreat this week, I 
focused on these wonderings a bit.  Interest- 
ingly, I ran across an invitation from a writer 
named Stephen Doughty to respond to the 
question: Where, this past week, have I actually 
seen Christian community?”  He adds: Beneath  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the specific answers I will hear a beckoning.  It 
has been growing for some months now.  It is 
personal, but I am sensing that it is corporate as 
well.  It comes to the formal institutions of our 
common life and to the little gatherings of five, 
six, or ten persons that cluster in deep caring.  It 
emanates from each place where people are in  
Christ, even if only briefly.  It appears to speak 
directly to the ache for a renewal of identity in 
the wider Christian community.  What I hear is a 
soft, steady call to enter more fully the places 
where Sod stirs up love.  It is not a matter of 
watching now.  We are called to give ourselves 
to such places, and to receive with wonder what 
God offers in the midst of them.  Only then will 
we discover most fully what we, together, are to 
be about.  It is not simply a matter of enjoying 
briefly the intimacy God gives.  We are to seek 
more and more to live that intimacy so that we, 
formed by grace, may share with the world the 
healing freshness of this intimacy.” 
        During the retreat, I was able to identify 
instances where, during the past week, I have 
actually seen Christian community.  Further, it is 
my intention to add the answering of Stephen 
Doughty’s question to my modest list of 
spiritual disciplines in the months ahead.  I hope 
to share some of my observations with you in 
subsequent newsletters.  (Pastor Doug) 

 



JULY                   2008 
  1  
  2 Quilting 9 AM   
  3 
  4  
  5  
  6  9:45 AM-WORSHIP, 
  7  
  8 
  9 Quilting 9 AM   
10    
11   
12-16 Annual Conf., Richmond, VA.   
13 9:45 AM-WORSHIP   
14  
15  
16 Quilting 9 AM   
17  
18  
19 
20 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
20 Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
20-26 CAMP 100 
21    
22   
23 Quilting 9 AM  
24 
25 
26 
27 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
     2¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday  
     CAMP 45 
28   
29  
30 Quilting 9 AM  
31 
 
Musicians: 7/6, 13-Jeannie K., Joe M song leader 
7/20: Joe M. /Wanda B, Paulette R. song leader 
7/27: Libby K/Joe , Paulette R song leader 
Greeter – Chris H. and Marge W.    
Usher -   ??? 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
In honor of Tom's graduation from WMCAT, 
you’re invited to a celebration on Sunday,  
July 27 from 12-3pm.  We'll be at the pavilion 
at Tyler Creek Campground. 
                                                      Wanda Burnell               
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AUGUST                    2008  
  1  
  2  
  3 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
  4 Church Board 7 PM 
  5-7 Work Days at Camp 
  6 Quilting 9 AM   
  7  
  8  
  9  
10 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
11  
12 
13 Quilting 9 AM   
14  
15       
16 
17 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
      Newsletter items due 
18  
19  
20 Quilting 9 AM   
     Print & mail newsletters 
20   
21  
22  
22-28 CAMP 67 
23  
24 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
     Church Picnic after worship 
25  
26 
27 Quilting 9 AM   
28   
29  
30  
31 9:45 AM-WORSHIP 
     2 ¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday 
 
 
 
Musicians: 8/3, 10-Jeannie K/Joe M, song leader 
8/17: Joe M. /Wanda B, Paulette R, song leader 
8/24: Libby K/Joe M, Paulette R, song leader 
8/31: Libby K/Joe M, Paulette R, song leader 
Greeter – Connie F.    
Usher – Amanda R. 
 
WELCOME HOME PARTY – SAT., 7-5-2008 
at 4 PM for COLLEEN HAMILTON AT  
LEE & CHRIS’ HOME. 



WORSHIP SERVICE – JULY, 2008: 
Sun., July 6 - "Bible Charades” Leader-Amy 
Tuttle-Hellwig 
Sun., July 13 – “Sharing of Symbols”  Leader- 
Peg France 
Sun., July 20 - "The Spirit helps us” Leader – 
Doug Reichenbach 
Sun., July 27 – “Sharing expressions of 
art/beauty/creativity”  Leader - TBA 
WORSHIP SERVICE – AUG., 2008: 
Sun., Aug. 3- “Come to the waters”   Annual 
Conference Reflections 
Sun., Aug. 17 – No services at Hope.  Worship 
in Hastings (Michigan District Conference) 
Sun., Aug. 24 – “Remember the Sabbath”  
Church Picnic  
Sun., Aug. 31 -  “We are the Lord’s” 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Items for the newsletters are due on these 
dates: 8/17, 10/19, & 12/14. To be done:  8/20, 
10/22 & 12/17.  . 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Next 3  months 
Sep. 1 – Labor Day 
Sep. 8 – Church Board 7 PM 
Oct.  5 – Love Feast following worship 
Oct.  6 – Church Board 7 PM 
Oct. 19 – Council Meeting/Carry in Dinner 
Oct. 19 – Newsletter items due 
Oct. 22 – Newsletters made & mailed 
Oct. 26 – GWCTD sheets need to be in if you       
                are planning to participate. 
Nov.  2 – Daylight Savings Time ends 
Nov.  2 -  GWCTD envelopes will be passed  
                out today. 
Nov.  3 – Church Board 7 PM 
Nov.  8 – Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner 6PM 
Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 25 – Thanksgiving Service w/Freeport  
                 Churches 
Nov. 27 – Thanksgiving Day 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
PRAYERS & CONCERNS: Bertha Polzin, Letha 
Buckingham, Jeanne Gardner, for those who are losing 
their homes, for others who have crisis in their 
lives, for the soldiers overseas and all the people here at 
home in the USA and for those in the world that needs 
Shalom. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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BIRTHDAYS - JULY 
2 Duane Deardorff, Kyle Deardorff 

3 Roy Spencer, Roya Stern, Brenda Williams 
4 Cheryl Bergy, Kristin Falconer 

5 Judy Bjork 
9 Joshua Crumback, Nicholas Wieland 

10 Matthew Cook, Zoe Willoughby 
15 Katrina Buys 

16 Pam Clevenger 
19 Darrel Bosworth, Dick Posthumus 

20 Alex Crumback, Ron France 
21 Bill Davenport, Chelsea Falconer 

22 Eric Crumback 
23 Taylor Livingston 

24 Drew Deardorff, Cassandra Basler 
25 Sarah Ann Miller 
28 Thomas Burnell 
31 Chris Hamilton 
ANNIVERSARIES 

3 Ron & Judy Bjork, Roya Stern/Joe Spencer 
10 Brian & Heather Reichenbach 

11 Milton & Brenda Buehler 
12 Calvin & Fern Seese 

19 Herman & Sara Conine 
25 Neil & Renea Reichenbach 
28 Jennie & Steve Haakenson 

BIRTHDAYS - AUGUST 
3 Samuel Griswold 

6 Kerry Hellwig 
7Jacob Zupin 
8 Paul Seese 

9 Krista Beach 
10 Libby Kinsey 

11 Elena Posthumus 
14 Marie Deardorff 
18 Gordon Binns 

20 Ken Kennedy, Dick Padgett 
20 Amanda Reichenbach 

22 Jacob Davenport 
23 Robert Oster 
26 Greg Burnell 
27 Clare Eash 

28 Wilma Townsend 
29 Carol Posthumus 

30 Earl Harig 
ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Michelle & David Kulicamp 
6 David & Jennifer Riccius 

9 Jim & Mona Stewart 
23 LeRoy/Kathi Griffin, Bill/Dawne Vowler 

 
 



THIS ONE IS FABULOUS!!!  
  

It was written by an 8-year-old named Danny 
Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista, CA. He wrote it for 
his third grade homework assignment, to "explain 

God." I wonder if any of us could have done as 
well.  

[ ..... and he had such an assignment, in California, 
and someone published it,  

I guess miracles do happen! ]  
 

EXPLANATION OF GOD: 
"One of God's main jobs is making people. He 

makes them to replace the ones that die, so there 
will be enough people to take care of things on 

earth. He doesn't make grown- ups, just babies. I 
think because they are smaller and easier to make. 
That way he doesn't have to take up his valuable 
time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just 

leave that to mothers and fathers."  
 

"God's second most important job is listening to 
prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some 
people, like preachers and things, pray at times 

beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to 
the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears 
everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in 
his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it 

off."  
 

"God sees everything & hears everything & is 
everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you 
shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your 

mom & dad's head asking for something they said 
you couldn't have."  

 
"Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I 
don't think there are any in Chula Vista. At least 

there aren't any who come to our church."  
 

"Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard 
work, like walking on water and performing miracles 

and trying to teach the people who didn't want to 
learn about God. They finally got tired of him 

preaching to them and they crucified him But he 
was good and kind, like his father, and he told his 
father that they didn't know what they were doing 

and to forgive them and God said O.K." 
 

"His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had 

done and all his hard work on earth so he told him 
he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He 

could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps 
his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing 

things which are important for God to take care of 
and which ones he can take care of himself without 
having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more 

important."  
 

"You can pray anytime you w ant and they are sure 
to help you because they got it worked out so one 

of them is on duty all the time."  "You should always 
go to church on Sunday because it makes God 
happy, and if there's anybody you want to make 

happy, it's God!  
 

Don't skip church to do something you think will be 
more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. 

And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach 
until noon anyway."  

 
"If you don't believe in God, besides being an 
atheist, you will be very lonely, because your 

parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, 
but God can. It is good to know He's around you 

when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't 
swim & you get thrown into real deep water by big 

kids."  
 

"But...you shouldn't just always think of what God 
can do for you. I figure God put me here and he 

can take me back anytime he pleases.  
 

And...that's why I believe in God."  
 

Have an awesome day, and know that  
someone has thought about you!  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Walk through this world with me, Lord, Stay close by my side. 
I need You to guide my way, Lord, What ever betide. 
My life is an unknown path, Lord, And the way I cannot see. 
So, please take my hand, Lord, And walk through this world 
with me.                         Shirley Langley 
 
For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand saying unto 
thee, Fear not; I will keep thee.   Isaiah 41:13 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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_Daddy's Poem 

Her hair was up in a pony tail, 
her favorite dress tied with a bow. 
Today was Daddy's Day at school, 

and she couldn't wait to go. 
 

But her mommy tried to tell her, 
that she probably should stay 

home. 
Why the kids might not 

understand, 
if she went to school alone. 

 
But she was not afraid; 

she knew just what to say. 
What to tell her classmates 

of why he wasn't there today. 
 

But still her mother worried, 
for her to face this day alone. 
And that was why once again, 
she tried to keep her daughter 

home. 
 

But the little girl went to school 
eager to tell them all. 

About a dad she never sees 
a dad who never calls. 

 
There were daddies along the wall 

in back, 
for everyone to meet. 

Children squirming impatiently, 
anxious in their seats 

 
One by one the teacher called 

a student from the class. 
To introduce their daddy, 

as seconds slowly passed. 
 

At last the teacher called her 
name, 

every child turned to stare. 
Each of them was searching, 

a man who wasn't there. 
 

'Where's her daddy at?' 
She heard a boy call out. 

'She probably doesn't have one,' 
another student dared to shout. 

 
And from somewhere near the 

back, 
she heard a daddy say, 

'Looks like another deadbeat dad, 
too busy to waste his day.' 

 
The words did not offend her, 
as she smiled up at her Mom. 

And looked back at her teacher, 

who told her to go on. 
 

And with hands behind her back, 
slowly she began to speak. 

And out from the mouth of a child, 
came words incredibly unique. 

 
'My Daddy couldn't be here, 

because he lives so far away. 
But I know he wishes he could be, 

since this is such a special day. 
 

And though you cannot meet him, 
I wanted you to know. 
All about my daddy, 

and how much he loves me so. 
 

He loved to tell me stories 
he taught me to ride my bike. 

He surprised me with pink roses, 
and taught me to fly a kite. 

 
We used to share fudge sundaes, 

and ice cream in a cone. 
And though you cannot see him. 

I'm not standing here alone. 
 

'Cause my daddy's always with 
me, 

even though we are apart 
I know because he told me, 
he'll forever be in my heart' 

 
With that, her little hand reached 

up, 
and lay across her chest. 

Feeling her own heartbeat, 
beneath her favorite dress. 

 
And from somewhere here in the 

crowd of dads, 
her mother stood in tears. 

Proudly watching her daughter, 
who was wise beyond her years. 

 
For she stood up for the love 

of a man not in her life. 
Doing what was best for her, 

doing what was right. 
 

And when she dropped her hand 
back down, 

staring straight into the crowd. 
She finished with a voice so soft, 
but its message clear and loud. 

 
'I love my daddy very much, 

he's my shining star. 
And if he could, he'd be here, 

but heaven's just too far. 

 
You see he is an American soldier 

And to me he is so dear 
But a roadside bomb hit his convoy 

and he died just this past year. 
 

But sometimes when I close my 
eyes, 

it's like he never went away.' 
And then she closed her eyes, 

and saw him there that day. 
 

And to her mothers amazement, 
she witnessed with surprise. 
A room full of daddies and 

children, 
all starting to close their eyes. 

 
Who knows what they saw before 

them, 
who knows what they felt inside. 

Perhaps for merely a second, 
they saw him at her side. 

 
'I know you're with me Daddy,' 
to the silence she called out. 

And what happened next made 
believers, 

of those once filled with doubt. 
 

Not one in that room could explain 
it, 

for each of their eyes had been 
closed. 

But there on the desk beside her, 
was a fragrant long-stemmed pink 

rose. 
 

And a child was blessed, if only for 
a moment, 

by the love of her shining star. 
 

And given the gift of believing, 
that heaven is never too far. 

 
Send this to the people you'll never 

forget and 
remember to send it also to the 

person that sent 
it to you. It's a short message to let 

them know 
that you'll never forget them. 

 
Take the time...to live and love. 

Until eternity. God bless! 
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May Earth in Earnest 

In this edition: partial 
I have an aunt who is considered by many in my family to be a bit 

odd. If you visit her house, you are likely to see used bread and 

cereal bags washed and overturned to dry on her kitchen counter. In 

her bathroom you will find that she is catching her gray water from 

bathing and handwashing to reuse in her toilet and to water plants, 

and she will probably give you a yell while you're in there to please 

not flush the toilet. If she serves you a meal, there is apt to be little or 

no meat, and you may notice that food expiration dates don't worry 

her a lot. It is not simply that she is frugal. My family can understand 

that. They are all frugal. It is that she carries her thriftiness to a level 

that many consider extreme and, perhaps, eccentric. The best 

example may be in the Christmas gifts she offers. This year my 

husband received some slipper socks that had belonged to my uncle 

who passed away a couple years ago, my children received hair 

combs that had dirt and hair between the teeth and I got a pair of 

brown polyester uniform pants  (which would have served me well 

twenty years ago at my job as a grocery store cashier.) 

You may be wondering by now if it was her influence that led me to 

care so deeply about stewardship of the earth. One would at least 

guess that she would be wholly supportive of environmentalist ideals. 

However, that could not be further from the truth. In fact, she has 

stated that she believes God did not create an earth so fragile that 

mere humanity could mess it up. She seems to have no concern 

whatsoever that people are mistreat- ing this planet. Why then do I 

receive my annual Christmas gift wrapped in reused birthday paper? 

My aunt was raised by parents who experienced the Great 

Depression. My grandma believed strongly in making do with what 

you've got and in stretching the pennies as far as they would go.  The 

funny thing is that much of the time environmentalism is pocketbook 

friendly. Many of the steps we take to be better caretakers of the 

earth will actually save money as well, and this is a message that 

ought to fare well in our current economy. While we aren't in another 

depression, few have escaped feeling the crunch on our finances 

caused by out of control gasoline and grocery prices and the like. 

This edition of Earth in Earnest is about saving the earth and saving 

a few bucks in the process.   

"One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much; and one 

who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you 

have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will entrust 

to you the true riches?"     ~Luke 16:10-11 

Simplify-  I have a book on environmentalism which boasts that it 

can save its readers $2,000 annually if they follow the simple tips 

found within its pages. You Can Prevent Global Warming (and save 

money!) by Jeffrey Langholz, Ph.D. and Kelly Turner is a resource to 

which I turn often, and the following half a dozen tips are pulled from 

its pages. 

1. Unless you have a "no clean condenser" model refrigerator 

(check your user's manual), gently vacuum or brush the 

condenser coils twice per year. This will prevent 651 

pounds of CO2 emission and save $32 annually.  

2. Using ceiling fans instead of air conditioner can reduce 

your cooling costs by at least 60%.  

3. Combine errand trips. One 10-mile round trip multi-stop 

errand instead of four six-mile round trip errands each 

week would save 728 pounds of CO2 emission and well 

over $90 annually.  

4. Have a yard sale to get rid of unwanted belongings. This 

keeps the stuff out of landfills and prevents someone from 

having to buy the item new. Plus, the average two-day sale 

rakes in $300 after advertising costs!  

5. Recycle aluminum cans. It takes 95% less energy to make 

a can from recycled aluminum than from raw materials, 

and you can usually earn money turning in scrap 

aluminum.  

Additionally, I found a really great webpage that offers 50 ways to 

help the planet and many of them will help your wallet as well. Check 

out --

http://www.stumbleupon.com/demo/?review=1#url=http://www.wirean

dtwine.com/green/50/.  

Good News- New Community Project offers Undoing Global 

Warming workshops to help congregations assess energy use in 

daily life and worship. These weekend sessions offer many practical 

ideas to help churches and individuals become more energy efficient 

and thus better stewards of creation. Of course, the added bonus is 

that most of these implementations will also save money. For more 

information on this project go to 

http://www.newcommunityproject.org/grounds_keepers.shtml. 

What's to eat? 

The following recipe is not only vegetarian but is also inexpensive to 

prepare. Costing under a dollar per serving (less if you grow your 

own broccoli), this one would even get my aunt's approval. 

Broccoli and Rice 

10 ounces of chopped broccoli 

1 cup of cooked rice 

1/2 teaspoon of celery salt 

1 1/2 cups of cheddar cheese cubed 

Steam or cook broccoli to desired tenderness. Drain if necessary. 

Add rice, celery salt and cheese and stir until cheese is thoroughly 

melted. 

To submit a vegetarian, vegan or otherwise environmentally friendly 

recipe, email kchaffin@newcommunityproject.org with recipe in the 

subject line 
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Editor: Darlene vandar@sbcglobal.net     


