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HOPE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
14275 – 92ND. Street S.E. 
Freeport, Michigan  49325-9514 
Phone (616) 765-3587 
 
 
 

News of 
Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor's Word: 
     I am drawn to "typos"--whether they are inadvertent 
typing errors, or so-called "Freudian slips," or Jay Leno 
"Headlines," or whatever--because they can often be 
humorous or, if one thinks about them a bit, occasionally 
even provide an interesting, ironic, instructive "twist" on 
things, maybe even a "sacred twist".  And so it was 
when I was leaving the Hope Church meeting house 
earlier this week. 
     I looked toward the church sign and noticed that, this 
very weekend, we were having a "pant exchange".  Now, 
never mind the fact that it was supposed to read "plant 
exchange" (it was likely the wind that dislodged the "l" at 
some point).  It got me thinking, though (after all, 
"Douglas", loosely translated, means "Thinker"), "I 
wonder what a 'pant exchange' might look like?"  Once 
one gets past some of the more comical, Amelia-
Badelia-type imaginings -- say, visualizing people 
coming to the church and literally trying on each other's 
pants (or is that more of a "scary" thought?) -- there are 
a couple other more compelling, "sacred" possibilities to 
consider. 
     "You can tell who 'wears the pants' in that family!" is a 
saying we've all heard in regard to authority -- in a trad- 
itionally patriarchal society like ours, it typically relates to 
a perceived abdication of authority by the "man" of the 
household.  However, what might it mean for the house- 
hold of faith if we really had a "pant exchange" in which 
we shared how this Jesus we call Lord really does "wear  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the pants" in our lives?  In what ways does the Author of 
Life really have authority over the way I lead my life?   
How does it show?  Doing this on a regular basis, I think, 
might make for some stimulating spiritual conversation 
and perhaps would enhance our commitment to help 
one another grow in Christian discipleship. 
     "As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul 
pants for you, O God." (Psalm 42:1) is a portion of one 
of King David's poems that is recognizable to many of us 
because it has been put to song in a familiar chorus. The 
image of "deer panting" is not one that particularly 
resonates with my life experience.  However, reporting 
on the recent Westminster Dog Show brought images of 
"dogs panting" to our TV screens, which is an image I 
can personally resonate with -- in my own life experience 
I've had myriad pet dogs, and they've always "panted 
after me" in a sense -- i.e., they've always been glad to 
see me, especially when I've been away for awhile.  
Indeed, I commented to Paulette years ago that if we as 
spouses would greet one another with as much enthu- 
siasm as our pet dog greeted us whenever we would 
show up after an absence, what might it do for our own 
relationship?! (A friend observed to me some time ago 
that if he ever experienced reincarnation, he'd be 
pleased if he came back as his spouse's pet dog, be- 
cause of all the affection that dog received from her!)  In 
any case, to what degree do our souls pant for God?  As 
a dog pants for its master, or a walk or a ride in a pickup 
truck, does this "pet Do(u)g" pant for God?  What might 
it mean for the household of faith if we really had a "pant 
exchange" in which we shared how our passionate 
 longings for God are manifested and given expression   
                                   -over- 
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in our lives?  Doing this on a regular basis, I think, might 
again make for some stimulating sacred conversation 
and perhaps would both encourage us and build us up 
as a people of God. 
     OK, so Hope Church is hosting a "plant" exchange.  
But, what about actually having a "pant" exchange down 
the way?  The former is a very good thing for lots of folks 
(with wonderful potential for enhancing community in its 
own way), but not something that particularly grabs me.  
As for the latter, now that is something I'd like to see, 
maybe even pant for! 
                                                 (Pastor Doug)  

MARCH        2009 
  1   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL   
  2   Church Board 7 PM 
  3    
  4   Quilting 9 AM   
  5   
  6    
  7    
  8   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
       Daylight Savings Time begins today 
  9   
10    
11   Quilting 9 AM   
12    
13   
14   
15   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
16   
17   
18   Quilting 9 AM   
19    
20  
21     
22    9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
23  
24  
25   Quilting 9 AM   
26   Ministry Commission 7 PM 
27   
28    
29   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL  
               2¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday  
30  
31 
 
Musicians: 3/01, 08: Jeannie K., Joe M songleader 
3/15: Joe M., Paulette R. song leader 
3/22, 29: Libby K/Joe M., Paulette R song leader 
Greeters – Marge Wieland 
Usher – Chris Hamilton 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  

 APRIL            2009 
  1   Quilting 9 AM   
  2     
  3  
  4  
  5    PALM SUNDAY   
        9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  6    Church Board 7 PM 
  7    
  8   Quilting 9 AM   
  9  Maundy Thurs./Love Feast 6:30 PM 
10    Good Friday 
11    
12    8:00 AM-EARLY SONRISE SERVICE 
        8:45-BREAKFAST 
        9:45-EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP    
      11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
13    
14  
15   Quilting 9 AM     
16 
17  
18  
19    9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL          
        Newsletter items due 
        Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
20   
21  
22    Quilting 9 AM   
         Print & mail newsletters 
23  
24   
25    
26   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
       2 ¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday 
27  
28  
29     Quilting 9 AM   
30     Ministry Commission 7 PM 
 
  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Musicians: 4/5, 12-Jeannie K/Joe M, songleader 
4/19: Joe M. , Paulette R, song leader 
4/26: Libby K/Joe M, Paulette R, song leader 
Greeters – Duane & Joyce Snavely 
Usher – Paul Crumback  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Subscription time for the Messenger is here 
again.  Let Violet Miller know if you wish to 
continue to subscribe for another year and pay 
her $14.50 as soon as possible 
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Worship Service for March : 
Sun., Mar. 1 - First Sunday of Lent.  "Lead us not 
into (acting on)  temptation..." or "Stones Dropped" 
Sun., Mar. 8 - Second Sunday of Lent.  "Into our 
mess comes the Messiah, whose message we 
proclaim" or "Rocks Scaled" 
Sun., Mar. 15 - Third Sunday of Lent.  "The 
source of our freedom" or "Rock Foundation" 
Sun., Mar. 22 -  Fourth Sunday of Lent. "You are 
God's work of art" or   "Rock Sculptor" 
Sun., Mar. 29 - Fifth Sunday of Lent.   "Whoever 
serves me must follow me"   or "Stones of Witness" 
Worship Services for April: 
Sun., April 5 - Sixth Sunday of Lent/Palm 
Sunday.  "Hosanna!...Look, your   king is coming" 
or "Stones Crying Out" 
Thurs., April 9 - Maundy Thursday 
  6:30 PM - Love Feast  "I have set you an example" 
Sun., April 12 - Easter Sunday 
  8:00 AM - Early Sonrise Service 
  8:45 AM - Breakfast 
  9:45 AM - Regular Service  "Rolling Rock" 
Sun., April 19 - "Roots and Fruits" (Part 1) 
Sun., April 26 - "Roots and Fruits" (Part 2) 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Items for the newsletters are due in 2009 on:  
4/20, 6/21, 8/9, 10/18, 12/13.  To be done on  
4/23, 6/24, 8/19, 10/21, 12/16. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Next 3 month 
May 4 – Church Board 7 PM 
May 7-National Day of Prayer 
May 8-Mother/Daughter Banquet 6 PM 
May 10-Mother’s Day 
Mat 16-CBH Open House 
May 21-Ascension Day 
May 25-Memorial Day 
May 28- Ministry Comm. 7 PM 
May 31-Pentecost 
Jun. 1 – Church Board 7 PM 
Jun. 14-20 – Camp 100 
Jun. 21-23 – Sampler Camp 
Jun. 21 – Father’s Day 
Jun. 21 – Newsletter items due 
Jun. 24 – Newsletters made & mailed 
Jun. 26-30 – Annual Conf., San Diego, CA. 
Jul. 4 – Independence Day 
Jul. 6 – Church Board Meeting 7 PM 
Jul. 9-11 – Family Camp 
Jul. 12-18 – Camp 89 
Jul. 19 – Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
Jul. 19-25 – Camp 67 
Jul. 26-Aug. 1 – Camp 45 

Note: Please let me know if there are any changes 
or corrections.  Darlene 

BIRTHDAYS – MARCH 
1 Melanie Basler 

2 Dianne Thompson 
4 Tami Bosworth 
6 Sara Conine 
9 Cody Bailey 

10 Brian Reichenbach 
12 Darwin Caskey, Madelyn Haakenson 

12 Michelle Kulicamp 
15 Samantha Livingston 

16 Benjamin Joseph, Lee Wilcox 
18 Paulette Reichenbach, Jennifer Riccius 

20 John Cook, Renea Reichenbach 
20 Joyce Snavely, Joanna Willoughby 

22 Barbara Griswold, Mike Jones 
22 Erica Fitzpatrick 

24 Eli Davis 
25 Daren Caskey, Bonnie Crumback 

25 Allyson Reichenbach 
27 Ron Bjork Jr. 
30 Betty Wieland 

31 Ken Thompson 
ANNIVERSARIES 

26 Collin & Stacey Crumback – 15 yrs. 
BIRTHDAYS – APRIL 

1 Emily Barker 
2 Charlie Guyer 

6 Barbara Bosworth 
7 Drake Seese 

9 Traci Zendejas 
9 Shawna Bailey 

11 Collin Crumback 
12 Nicholas Jones, 12 Issac Fitzpatrick 

17 Terry Crumback 
20 Zander Willoughby    

21 Bob Bergy, Glenda Davenport 
22 Timothy Bosworth, Gabriel Steward 

23 Jamie Williams 
24 Dayna Crumback, Don Vanas 

26 Dennis Caskey 
27 Matthew Steward, Stephanie Vanas 

30 Pat Vanas, Liza Zupin 
ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Dale & Elena Posthumus - 21 yrs. 
21 Tracy & Valerie Crumback - 19 yrs. 

27 Doug & Lisa Callaway – 13 yrs. 
30 John & Vicki Cook – 26 yrs. 
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H20    A HUMAN RIGHT 

     Did you ever imagine a time would come that 
water would cost more than gasoline and it would 
be traded like shares on the stock exchange? 
     “Clean water is the bottom line of all bottom 
lines.”  Maude Barlow shows with compelling 
reporting, that we are about to go H2O broke.  
“She’s also a leader of an emerging movement for 
water justice, one that is starting to score victories 
in the desperate fight to keep a thirsty planet 
slaked.”  This quote is from a Bill McKibbon on the 
book ‘Blue Covenant’ by Maude Barlow. 
     This issue is as dire as climate change, if not 
more so, both are linked together.  In most of the 
world, it has been and is being ignored by every 
government of the world. 
     This past administration is a good example of 
ignoring the problem.  Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., in his 
book ‘Crimes against Nature’, reports that the Bush 
White House has rolled back more than 400 pieces 
of environmental legislation and taken the US back 
to a time before environmental consciousness.  Not 
only have they not taken this country’s water crisis 
seriously, they have cut funding for clean water and 
safe drinking water programs and allowed once 
banned chemicals and toxins into circulation gutting 
the clean water act.  They allowed logging and 
mining in national parks, resulting in the destruction 
of pristine rivers and lakes. 
     Mountaintop removal for coal in West Virginia is 
a good example that is allowing coal companies to 
destroy mountains and streams.  Allen Johnson’s 
article in the book “Holy Ground’ labels the above 
as “Mountain Massacre.” 
     Canada is not doing any better, allowing the 
destruction of huge amounts of water in the Alberta 
tar sands, where water is actually lost to the 
hydrologic cycle in order to mine heavy oil from the 
ground. 
     Private business wants to and is getting into the 
water business.  They look at it as a commodity, 
not as a human right.  Something to make a profit 
from and where this is happening, the poor are left 
out.  How can you pay for water when you make 
less than a dollar a day?  
     Bottled water is a huge business.  Americans 
consume the most bottled water, followed by 
Mexico.  Thirty-two billion liters in America, cost 
anywhere from 240-10,000 times more than tap 
water.  The bottled water industry is estimated to be 
worth $100 billion annually.  Nestles is one of the 
largest (pumping water out of Michigan).  Pepsi Co. 
and Coca Cola are the American competitors. 

     ‘This is an industry that takes a free liquid that 
falls from the sky, sells it for as much as four times 
what we pay for gas.”  Richard Wilk, a professor of 
anthropology at Indiana State Univ. has studied the 
industry closely, told the San Francisco Chronicle 
that in most industrialized countries tap water is as 
safe as and often safer than bottled water.  Some 
upscale markets in the north have bottled water 
selling for $80.00 for a case of 12.  Want to impress 
your friends, buy Bling H2 at $40.76 per liter.  The 
other aspect of this is the plastic bottles another 
story told in Elizabeth Royle’s book, “Bottle Mania.” 
     A growing concern in South America is over the 
interest the US in taking in the region’s largest 
underground reservoir of water.  The Guarani 
aquifer, which stretches beneath parts of Argentina, 
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay – an area larger than 
Texas and California combined – that services 
upward of 500 cities and towns in that region. 
     The US has a large army base in that area and 
the Global Environment Facility (a US based 
funding consortium managed by the World Bank.  
Not a good sign for people that live in that region 
that depend upon that water. 
     Unconfirmed reports have swirled for several 
years through the region that Bush has bought 
100,000 acres of ranchland in northern Paraguay, 
right on the aquifer.  The Guardian newspaper 
quotes Erasmos Rodriques Acosta, the governor of 
the Alto Paraguay region where the acquisition 
supposedly lies, as confirming this deal.   
     T. Boone Pickens has started a company called 
Mesa Water, which has bought up 200,000 acres of 
ground water rights in Roberts County, Texas from 
which he expects to make more that $1 billion on 
his $75 million investment.  He is also seeking the 
right to pump Ogallala water and sell it to El Paso, 
Lubbock, San Antonio and Dallas. 
     China is hurting for water and becoming worse 
each day, which is one of the reasons they want 
Tibet.  Tibet is the water source for close to half of 
humanity as the ten major watersheds. 
      Nanotechnology is a new and growing field of 
science.  They expect it to grow to 2.6 T in manu- 
factured goods in the next five years.  Water 
nanotechnology is being used now in research on 
polluted water.  In a few years, your toilet water will 
be recycled to your bottled water and tap water. 
     It looks as if the next big boom will be in the 
water market.  Water prices jumped 40% in 
Colorado in 2006.  An acre foot of eater from the 
Colorado Big Thompson in selling fee was $1.00 
and is now selling for $l6,000. 
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     To the thirsty I will give water without price from 
the fountain.  Revelations 21:6 
                                          Jiggs Miller 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

New address:  She’s in Raybrook Manor. 
Lola Posthumus 
2121 Raybrook St. SE   #431 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Last April, I changed apartments.  My address is the 
same, except the Apt.# is now 101, not 301.  Please 
change your directory as I have been getting some 
mail sent to the old apt and a week of so later as it 
goes thru forwarding the process.   
                                         Darlene Vanderwood 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
From Wanda Burnell 
1. Maybe .. . . We were supposed to meet the wrong 

people before meeting the right one so that, when 
we finally meet the right person, we will know how 
to be grateful for that gift.  
 
2. Maybe . . . when the door of happiness closes, 
another opens; but, often times, we look so long at 
the closed door that we don't even see the new one 
which has been opened for us.  
 
3. Maybe . . . it is true that we don't know what we 
have until we lose it, but it is also true that we don't 
know what we have been missing until it arrives.  
 
4. Maybe . . . the happiest of people don't 
necessarily have the best of everything; they just 
make the most of everything that comes along their 
way.  
 
5. Maybe . . . the brightest future will always be 
based on a forgotten past; after all, you can't go on 
successfully in life until you let go of your past 
mistakes, failures and heartaches.  
 
6. Maybe . . . You should dream what you want to 
dream; go where you want to go, be what you want 
to be, because you have only one life and one 
chance to do all the things you dream of, and want 
to do.  
 
7. Maybe . . . there are moments in life when you 
miss someone -- a parent, a spouse, a friend, a 
child -- so much that you just want to pick them from 
your dreams and hug them for real, so that once 
they are around you appreciate them more.  
 
8. Maybe . . . The best kind of friend is the kind you 
can sit on a porch and swing with, never say a 
word, and then walk away feeling like it was the 

best conversation you've ever had. 
 
9. Maybe . . . You should always try to put yourself 
in others' shoes. If you feel that something could 
hurt you, it probably will hurt the other person, too.  
 
10. Maybe . . . You should do something nice for 
someone every single day, even if it is simply to 
leave them alone.  Profound! 
 
11. Maybe . . . Giving someone all your love is 
never an assurance that they will love you back. 
Don't expect love in return; just wait for it to grow in 
their heart; but, if it doesn't, be content that it grew 
in yours.  
 
12. Maybe . . . happiness waits for all those who 
cry, all those who hurt, all those who have 
searched, and all those who have tried, for only 
they can appreciate the importance of all the people 
who have touched their lives.  
 
13. Maybe . . . you shouldn't go for looks; they can 
deceive; don't go for wealth; even that fades away. 
Go for someone who makes you smile, because it 
takes only a smile to make a dark day seem bright. 
Find the one that makes your heart smile.  
 
14. Maybe . . . you should hope for enough 
happiness to make you sweet, enough trials to 
make you strong, enough sorrow to keep you 
human, and enough hope to make you happy 
 
15. Maybe . . . you should try to live your life to the 
fullest because when you were born, you were 
crying and everyone around you was smiling but 
when you die, you can be the one who is smiling 
and everyone around you crying.  
 
Maybe . . . you could share this message to those 
people who mean something to you, to those who 
have touched your life, to those who can and do 
make you smile when you really need it, to those 
who make you see the brighter side of things when 
you are really down, and to all those whom you 
want to know that you appreciate them. 

 
 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
PRAYERS & CONCERNS: Bertha Polzin, Letha 
Buckingham, John Overholt & two daughters, Lola 
Posthumus for others who have crisis in their lives, 
for the soldiers overseas and all the people here at home 
in the USA and for those in the world that needs Shalom. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
The Willoughby’s have a new addition to their 
home.  Shiloh Autumn Willoughby was born 
10-30-2008 and enjoys being with John, 
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Joanna, Zander, Zoe and Vienna.  
Congratulations to all! 
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><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
Dear God, 
     The persons reading this are beautiful, 
classy and strong and I care for them. 
     Help them live their lives to the fullest.  
     Please promote them and cause them to 
excel above expectations. 
Help them to shine in darkest places and 
love where it’ s impossible to love. 
     Protect them at all times, lift them up 
when they needs you the most and let them 
know that when they walk with you; they 
will always be safe. 

                Amen 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Climate change is the rule not the exception.  More 
than 99% of all species that ever lived are extinct.  
My favorite biology class analogy is that we are on 
a stage in a moving picture.  Man is better served by 
trying to understand the movie rather than trying to 
stop it at this frame because we are here and want 
nothing to change.  Only our ego is large enough to 
think that we have significant impact on the movie.  
Depending on your belief system, either a supreme 
being or mother nature is directing this movie. 
By David Moss, science teacher Alaska (magazine) 
July, August 2008, pg 6, Clark, Colorado 
Submitted by Gordon Binns 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>" 
    Billy Graham was returning to Charlotte after a 
speaking engagement.  When his plane arrived, 
there was a limousine waiting to transport his home.  
As he prepared to get into the lime, he stopped and 
spoke to the driver.  “You know” he said, “I’m 87 
years old and I have never driven a limousine.  
Would you mind if I drove it for a while?” 
    The driver said, “No problem.  Have at it.”  Billy 
got into the driver’s seat and they head off down the 
highway.  A short distance away sat a rookie State 
Trooper operating his first speed trap.  The long 
black limo went pass doing 70 in a 55 mph zone.   
The trooper pulled out, easily caught the limo and 
he got out of his car to begin the procedure. 
    The young trooper walked up the driver’s door.  
When the glass rolled down, he was surprised to see 
who was driving.  He immediately excused himself, 
went back to his car and call his supervisor. 
    He told his supervisor, “I know we are supposed 
to enforce the law…  But I also know that important 
people are given certain courtesies.  I need to know 

what I should do, because I have stopped a very 
important person.” 
    The supervisor asked, “Is it the governor?”  The 
trooper said, “No, he’s more important than that.”  
The supervisor said, “Oh, so it’s the president.”  
The trooper said, “No, he’s even more important 
than that.”  Finally, the supervisor asked, “Well 
then, who is it?” 
    The trooper said, “I think it’s Jesus, because he’s 
got Billy Graham for a chauffeur!” 
    Smile – God loves you!  I asked the Lord to bless 
you as I prayed today; to guide you land protect you 
as you go along you way.  God’s love is always 
with you, God’s promises are true.  And when you 
give God all your cares, you know God will see you 
through 
     From a friend via an email.   Darlene   
><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

You Can 
Despite the problems that prevail, 
Regardless of the pain you bear, 
You can go on because you are 
Enfolded in God’s loving care. 
Life may seem overwhelming, 

Insurmoutable your plan, 
But you will be victorious 

Because God says, “You can.” 
After storms come rainbows, 

Every dawn will bring new light. 
Problems all evaporate 

When you keep the Lord in sight. 
You can overcome adversity, 
You can conquer and achieve. 
No prayer will go unanswered 

If you continue to believe. 
Believe that God will guide you, 

He’ll be with you all the way. 
Keep the faith and trust His word, 
You can go on with Him today. 

                                            -Patience Hartbauer 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

                              Editor: Darlene Vanderwood 
                                       vandar@sbdglobal.net  
 
Only goodness and love will pursue me all the days 
of my life; I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
years to come.    Psalm 23:6 


