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HOPE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
14275 – 92ND. Street S.E. 
Freeport, Michigan  49325-9514 
Phone (616) 765-3587 
 
 
 

News of 
Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor's Word: 
 
     "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have  
no compassion on the child she has borne? 
     Though she may forget, I will not forget you!  See, I 
have engraved you on the palms of my hands." 
                                                  - Isaiah 49:15-16 
     "The LORD you God is with you, he is mighty to 
save. 
He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his 
love, he will rejoice over you with singing." 
                                                  - Zephaniah 3:17 
     My spouse, Paulette, and I have nine wonder-full 
grandchildren.  Like the nine gifts of the Spirit in Gala- 
tians, our nine grandchildren are delightfully diverse gifts 
of God to their families and to us.  Each one is uniquely 
precious and full of promise/potential.  They arouse our 
(com)passion and stimulate our joy. 
     Two weeks ago I met our newest grandchild, Niles 
Josiah Reichenbach (son of Neil and Renea), and was 
touched to hold him for the first time.  However, an even 
more poignant experience for me was to watch Paulette 
relate to Niles.  At one point, as Paulette was holding 
Niles in her arms, she began singing him a "lullaby" -- 
not just any lullaby, but one that "Grandma" had com- 
posed for Niles personally. 
     This is the ninth such lullaby Paulette has "written" in 
the last ten years -- since 1999 we have been blessed 
with one grandchild per year, except for the year 2000 – 
and every time Paulette is with the grandchildren 
shetries to take some special moments aside with  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
each one, gently holding him/her and softly singing the 
respective song she has created for him/her.  
(Incidentally, I have noticed in recent years that, as the 
grandchildren have gotten older, some have seemingly 
become a little less comfortable with Grandma holding 
them and singing them a lullaby! -- although I can 
imagine that inwardly they are enjoying it through and 
through -- they just don't want to show it!  Also, even 
though Paulette will always hold our grandchildren in her 
mind and heart, it is increa- singly becoming a challenge 
for her to remember all the grandchildren's lullabies!) 
     In a childlike, unself-conscious, playful and tender 
kind of way, Paulette’s become a goodly/godly  embodi- 
ment of the two scriptures above, and evokes a sacred 
sentiment in me: "Douglas" means, loosely, "Thinker," 
and on these days before Christmas I enjoy the thought 
of God holding me, singing over me, calling me precious, 
loving me uniquely (as one wise saint has noted, "God 
loves each one of us as if we were an only child!"). Even 
as Paulette provides each of our grandchildren with a 
safe space, delights in him/her, quiets each one with her 
love as she holds that one in her arms, and rejoices over 
each one with singing (a new song, a unique song 
"known only to the one who receives it"--Rev. 2:17... 
Benjamin, Gabriel, Samuel, Jonah, Isaac, Simeon, 
Claire, Lauryn, Niles), can you imagine God calling you 
endearingly by name and delightedly singing over 
you?  Can you hear God's unique "lullaby of love" for 
you this day?                                              (Pastor Doug) 
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JANUARY         2009 
  1   NEW YEARS DAY 
  2  
  3    
  4   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL  
       Epiphany Sunday 
       Bread & Cup Communion 
  5  Church Board 7 PM 
  6   Day of Epiphany (12 days after Christmas) 
  7   Quilting 9 AM   
  8   
  9   
10    
11   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
12    
13   
14   Quilting 9 AM   
15  
16   
17   
18   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
       Church Council/Carry-in Dinner 
19    
20  
21   Quilting 9 AM   
22   
23  
24  
25   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL  
               2¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday  
26    
27   
28   Quilting 9 AM   
29   Ministry Commission 7 PM 
30  
31 
 
Musicians: 1/04, 11: Jeannie K., Joe M songleader 
1/18: Joe M., Paulette R. song leader 
1/25: Libby K/Joe M., Paulette R song leader 
Greeters – Amy Seese & Casey Tuttle 
Usher – Ron France  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
  
In Nov., Becky Padgett won the quilt that our 
Quilters made and sold tickets to raise money for 
the Habitat for Humanity.  $1197 was raised.  
Thank you for buying the tickets.  This is the 21st 
year our quilting group has raised money for 
Habitat and over the years we’ve raised a little over 
$21,000.    
 

FEBRUARY            2009 
  1   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  2   Church Board 7 PM 
  3  
  4   Quilting 9 AM   
  5  
  6  
  7  
  8   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  9  
10  
11   Quilting 9 AM   
12  
13    
14  
15   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL   
      Newsletter items due 
16 
17  
18 Quilting 9 AM  
      Print & mail newsletters 
19  
20   
21  
22   9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
       2 ¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday 
22    
23  
24   
25   Quilting 9 AM   
26   Ministry Commission 7 PM 
27  
28  
 
  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Musicians: 2/1, 08-Jeannie K/Joe M, songleader 
2/15: Joe M. , Paulette R, song leader 
2/22: Libby K/Joe M, Paulette R, song leader 
Greeters – Ron & Peg France    
Usher – Joe Spencer 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
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Worship Services for January: 
Sun., Jan. 4 - "Another Way Home" (Part 1) or 
"TOYS for TOTS" ("Thinking Outside Your Self 
for Those On The Skids") 
Sun., Jan. 11 - "Another Way Home" (Part 2) 
or "Three Births".  Bread and Cup Communion. 
Sun., Jan. 18 - "Another Way Home" (Part 3) 
or "You Healed Me." 
Sun., Jan. 25 - "Another Way Home" (Part 4) 
or "Sweet 'Somethings' from God and for God's 
people." 
Worship Services for February: 
Sun., Feb. 1 - "'Holy & Awesome' is our God" 
Sun., Feb. 8 - "'Gracious and Just' is our God" 
Sun., Feb. 15 - "'Faithful and True' is our God" 
Sun., Feb. 22 - "Listen to Him!" 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Items for the newsletters are due in 2009 on: 
2/15, 4/20, 6/21, 8/9, 10,18, 12/13.  To be done 
on 2/18, 4,23, 6/24, 8,19, 10/21, 12/16. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Next 3 month 
Mar. 2 - Church Board 7 PM 
Mar. 8–Daylight Savings begins 
Mar. 26 – Ministry Comm. 7 PM 
Apr. 5–Palm Sunday 
Apr. 6 - Church Board 7 PM 
Apr. 9-Maundy Thursday/Love Feast & 
         Communion TBA 
Apr. 10-Good Friday Service  TBA 
Apr. 12-Easter Sunday 
Apr. 20-Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
Apr. 20-Newsletter items due 
Apr. 23-Newsletters made & sent 
Apr. 30 – Ministry Comm. 7 PM 
May 4 – Church Board 7 PM 
May 7-National Day of Prayer 
May 8-Mother/Daughter Banquet  ? 
May 10-Mother’s Day 
May 21-Ascension Day 
May 25-Memorial Day 
May 28- Ministry Comm. 7 PM 
May 31-Pentecost 
Note: Please let me know if there are any 
changes or corrections.  Darlene 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  

BIRTHDAYS - JANUARY 
1 Don Falconer 
2 Spencer Griswold 
4 Paul Crumback, Nancy Miller,  
4 Rebecca Padgett 
12 Elise Fitzpatrick 
15 Suzanne VanDerPuy 
24 Rex Beach, Rachel Clevenger 
24 Maura Hull, Lola Posthumus 
25 Dawne Vowler 
26 George Basler, Jaden Beach 
28 Wanda Burnell, Lori Buys 
30 Valerie Crumback,  Don Falconer, Jr. 
ANNIVERSARIES 
25 Doug & Paulette Reichenbach- 40 years 
BIRTHDAYS - FEBRUARY 
1 Betty Caskey 
2 Becky Bjork, John Evans, Vienna Willoughby 
3 Drew Davis, Lee Hamilton, Heather Zupin 
8 Lisa Overholt 
9 Jim Kinsey 
11 Wayne Guyer 
12 Paul Harig 
14 Norm Caskey 
16 Nicholas Miller 
17 Brittney Bufkin 
19 Violet Miller 
20 Megan Falconer 
22 Hillary Lewis, Brooke Wieland 
23Jean Bergy, Bill Vowler 
24 Steve Haakenson 
25 Heather Reichenbach 
26 Tom Griswold 
ANNIVERSARIES 
-0- 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

PRAYERS & CONCERNS: Bertha Polzin, Letha 
Buckingham, for others who have crisis in their lives, 
for the soldiers overseas and all the people here at home 
in the USA and for those in the world that needs Shalom. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
Little Johnny watched, fascinated, as his mother 
smoothed cold cream on her face. 'Why do you do 
that, mommy?' he asked. 'To make myself beautiful,' 
said his mother, who then began removing the cream 
with a tissue. 'What's the matter?' asked Little 
Johnny. 'Giving up?'  
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Recipe for a Happy New Year 
Take twelve whole months. 

Clean them thoroughly of all bitterness, hate, and 
jealousy.  Make them just as fresh and clean as 

possible. 
 

Now cut each month into twenty-eight, 
thirty or thirty-one different parts, 

but don't make the whole batch at once. 
 

Prepare it one day at a time 
out of these ingredients: 

 
Mix well into each day one part of faith, one part of 

patience, one part of courage, and one part of 
work. 

 
Add to each day one part of hope, faithfulness, 
generosity, and meditation, & one good deed. 

 
Season the whole with a dash of good spirits, a 

sprinkle of fun, a pinch of play, and a cupful of good 
humor. 

 
Pour all of this into a vessel of love. 

Cook thoroughly over radiant joy, garnish with a 
smile, & serve with quietness, unselfishness, and 

cheerfulness. 
 

You're sure to have a Happy New Year. 
-  Author Unknown to me ~ 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
DECEMBER BOOK REVIEW by JIGGS MILLER 
 
     Put away your romance novel and take time to 
read Jeff Sharlet’s book “The Family: The Secret  
Fundamentalism at the Heart of American Power. 
     Mr. Sharlet is a contributing editor for Harpers 
and Rolling Stones, an associate research scholar at 
New York University’s Center for Religion and 
Media where he has taught journalism and religious 
studies.  He spent several years in research and 
writing this book. 
     Author Thomas Franks writes, “Of all this 
important studies of the American right, The Family 
is undoubtedly the most eloquent.  It is about 
possibly the most terrifying.  The story of a 
secretive and unmerciful church of ‘Key Men’ goes 
way beyond Jesus Christ, CEO – its Jesus Christ 
Lobbyist, Jesus Christ Strike Breaker, etc.” 
     Author Michael Kazin writes “a gripping utterly 
original narrative about an influential evangelical 
elite that few Americans even know exist.” 

Sharlot’s reporting unveils a group whose history 
stretches from the corporate foes of the New Deal to 
the Congressional law makers who gather each year 
at the National Prayer Breakfast. 
     “The Family” has organized a whole corporate 
class through self-described cells or prayer circles, a 
group that really does care about Jesus, but a very 
special Jesus, a muscular warrior who requires no 
special church or no particular morality.  The 
chosen people may be Republican or Democrats.  
The chosen don’t even have to be Christian.  
Indonesia’s mass murdering dictator Sharto, a 
Muslim, was a favorite of The Family invoking 
Jesus on a regular basis in prayer circles with 
American diplomats and arms manufacturers.  
Power is the key word.  John Scagliott writes in the 
progressive that The Family members are advised to 
avoid the word Christiana on not to speak of the 
group activities.     
     Brownback didn’t talk about it while running for 
the Republican Presidential nomination but he is an 
open member and chairs a weekly meeting of 
religious right groups called “The Value Action 
Team.”  He told Sharlet that the family provides 
“safe space” for men of power.  Prayer cells operate 
at the Pentagon and Military, oil and aerospace 
businessmen are particularly courted.  
     In Hilary Clinton’s book “Living History”, she 
describes her first encounter with The Family.  
Sharlet writes that she is not a member of The 
Family, but a friend works with them at times.  
Very interesting, but scary, 
     I’ll end on a lighter note on something I came 
across by Aldo Leopold. 
     “The Lord did well when he put the loon and his 
music into this lonesome land.  The measure of 
civilization is its contrasts.  A modern city is a 
national asset, not because the citizen has planted 
his iron heel on the breast of nature, but because of 
the different kinds of man his control over nature 
has enabled him to be.  If once in a while, he has the 
opportunity to flee the city, throw a diamond hitch 
upon a pack mule and disappear into the wilderness 
of the covered wagon days, he is just that much 
more civilized than he would be without the 
opportunity.  It makes him one more kind of a man 
– a pioneer.” 
 
Have a great New Year!!  Read some great books. 
                                                Jiggs  
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Earth in Earnest 
"The ultimate test of man's conscience may be his 
willingness to sacrifice something today for future 

generations whose words of thanks will not BE 
heard."  — Gaylord Nelson, former governor of 

Wisconsin, co-founder of Earth Day 
   The upcoming holiday season as celebrated in the 
United States can present some very challenging 
situations for those who are environmentally 
concerned. There are high levels of pressure to 
overeat, over consume and drive too much. 
Holidays should be times of renewal...personally, 
spiritually, and physically, but more often than not, 
they are just the opposite. On the other hand, it can 
be very empowering to become aware of the forces 
that would tug you this way and that. It can feel 
quite satisfying to reclaim a night or two for simple, 
low-cost, family togetherness. For me, that is still a 
work in progress. It requires compromise in 
some areas while standing firm in others.  There- 
fore, I offer this edition of Earth in Earnest as an 
early challenge to take charge of your holidays and 
make them what you and yours want them to be.   
"Beware, and be on your guard against every form 
of greed." Luke 12:15  
Simplify- It is not necessarily more difficult or 
more expensive to make greener choices for the 
upcoming holidays, such as Thanksgiving. In fact, 
the opposite is often true. 

• Don't cover oven racks with foil. This 
reduces heat flow and increases cooking 
time (and utility bills). Save even more 
energy by preparing small side dishes in a 
convection or toaster oven.  

• Buying organic fruits and vegetables is best 
for the environment. However, these can be 
hard to find. Some conventionally grown 
veggies that have the lowest concentration 
of pesticides are asparagus, broccoli, 
cabbage, onions and frozen peas and corn, 
but beware of the tomato. Only buy organic 
tomato and tomato products as these can be 
treated with up to 30 different pesticides.  

• Choose washable plates and utensils over 
disposable...it's nicer and it doesn't mean 
you'll have to get dishpan hands. A full load 
in the dishwasher uses half of the energy 
and 1/6 of the water hand washing uses. Be 
sure to purchase a phosphate-free, bleach-
free, biodegradable dish detergent.  

  
"Your descendants shall gather your fruits."    
~Virgil 
 Recycling Update-  
Compact fluorescent light bulbs are recommended 
due to their energy efficiency. However, they can be 
tricky to dispose of since they contain a small 
amount of mercury. Home Depot and IKEA 
are now offering in store recycling programs for 
these bulbs. 
 OK, this next one isn't really recycling, but it is a 
good way to reduce the amount of energy consumed 
by your computer. Verdiem offers free software that 
will help you manage PC power consumption. You 
can choose the level you want, design a sleep 
schedule and see estimated energy savings. Go to 
www.verdiem.com.  
 What’s to eat? Don't let those pumpkins go to 
waste! Try this unique and fun pumpkin soup 
recipe! 
 
Pumpkin Soup 
3-4 pound pumpkin 
1 T butter 
1/4 cup finely minced onion 
1 t prepared mustard 
13 ounce can low-fat evaporated milk 
2 slices of rye bread cubed 
Salt, pepper, nutmeg to taste 
1/2 cup (packed) grated Swiss Cheese 
 
Preheat oven to 350. Prepare the pumpkin as if 
making a Jack-O-Lantern (cut off top and scoop out 
seeds and strings). Rub the inside of the pumpkin 
with soft butter. Add all of the remaining 
ingredients. Cover the top of the pumpkin with foil 
and replace the lid. Place on a baking tray and bake 
until the pumpkin becomes tender, about 2 hours. 
To serve, scoop deeply to bring up pieces of 
pumpkin from the sides and bottom into the soup.  
  
To submit a vegetarian, vegan or otherwise 
environmentally friendly recipe, email 
kchaffin@newcommunityproject.org with “recipe” 
in the subject line. 
  
Kim Chaffin, Care for Creation Specialist, New 
Community Project, Jonesborough, Tn 
NCP main office: 718 Wilder St., Elgin, IL   60123; 
888-800-2985 toll free; 
ncp@newcommunityproject.org 
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LORD PROP US UP... 

 
  
Every time I am asked to pray, I 
think of the old deacon who always 
prayed, 'Lord, prop us up on our 
leanin' side.' After hearing him pray 
that prayer many times, someone 
asked him why he did it so 
fervently.  
 
He answered, 'Well sir, you see, it's 
like this...I got an old barn out back. 
It's been there a long time; it's 
withstood a lot of weather; it's gone 
through a lot of storms, and it's 
stood for many years. It's still 
standing. But one day I noticed it 
was leaning to one side a bit. So I 
went and got some pine poles and 
propped it up on its leaning side so it 
wouldn't fall. 
 
Then I got to thinking about that and 
how much I was like that old barn. 
I've been around a long time. I've 
withstood a lot of life's storms. I've 
withstood a lot of bad weather in 
life, I've withstood a lot of hard 
times, and I'm still standing too. But 
I find myself leaning to one side 
from time to time, so I like to ask 
the Lord to prop us up on our leaning 
side, 'cause I figure a lot of us get to 
leaning at times. 
 
Sometimes we get to leaning toward 
anger, leaning toward bitterness, 
leaning toward hatred, leaning 

toward cussing, leaning toward a lot 
of things that we shouldn't So we 
need to pray, 'Lord, prop us up on 
our leaning side, so we will stand 
straight and tall again, to glorify the 
Lord.'' 
 
                                 

 
  
If you stare at this barn for a second you 
will see who will help us stand straight and 
tall again. 
  
Pass this on to others who might need 
Propping Up, only if you wish to! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Thanks to Joyce Snavely for her help putting the 
newsletters together all year.  Thanks to Roya Stern 
and Joanna Willoughby for getting Hope blog on 
the Internet and publishing the Newsletter and 
sending to those on our emailing list. Happy New 
Year to them and all of you out there reading this. 
                              Editor: Darlene Vanderwood 
                                       vandar@sbdglobal.net  


