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HOPE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
14275 – 92ND. Street S.E. 
Freeport, Michigan  49325-9514 
Phone (616) 765-3587 
 
 
 

News of 
Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor's Word: 
 
  I like to go for walks along country roads, especially in the fall. I 
find the experience to be largely life-giving, lovely,and exhilerating. 
  Further, as I walk along I make a small contribution to the 
beautification of God's countryside -- I pick up discarded cans and 
bottles.  It continues to puzzle me how so many people will so often 
and so readily trash the natural environment, not to mention throw 
away a dime! 
  You can imagine that, after several weeks, I collect quite a stash of 
receptacles.  However, before these are turned in for cash they need 
to be cleaned and, in some cases receive some "body work." 
  One warm, sunshiny day recently, I was outdoors getting the 
collection of containers ready for the "bottle return."  I was sitting in a 
lawn chair while using a supply of water and a variety of "tools" for 
cleanup and "repair."  I was also wearing cloth gloves, because some 
of the bottles and cans can be quite foul.  At one point I realized 
there was an insect fluttering around me.  I instinctively swatted at it, 
initially thinking it was a moth.  After several failed attempts to kill 
it, it dawned on me that what I was doing was both unnecessary and 
unseemly, so I simply quieted my spirit and went back to the task of 
tending to the cans.  It wasn't long before the flying insect landed on 
the back of my gloved right hand.  It was a little butterfly.  It was so 
delicate, so beautiful, so "settled" within itself.  It rested on my hand 
minute after minute without moving, except for occasionally opening 
up its wings, and then closing them again.  The wings were a 
pleasing lilac color when they were opened; and white when they 
were closed.  I stopped doing what I had been doing and just gazed  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
at the delightful little creature. 
  Notwithstanding that the butterfly was likely drawn to the sweet 
scent of the traces of soda pop that lingered on my moistened glove,  
it was still, in its stillness, a resurrection sign for me.  And as I 
continued to pay attention to it, I noticed some kind of marking on the 
bottom portion of its tiny wings as they closed together.  Lifting my 
hand for a closer look, I noticed what looked like a tiny, golden "W" 
edged in black. 
  I don't think the "W" was an advertisement for the new movie, "W.", 
that began playing in local theaters this past weekend, although I did 
receive it as a reminder to me that, whatever else I may think about 
"W." (a shorthand way of referring to our president, George W.Bush), 
he is a beloved child of God.  More significantly, to me the "W" was 
representative, generally, of the Wonder that God makes available to 
us if we will just open our eyes to see it and, more specifically, of the 
Wonder I experienced as I immersed myself in what to me was a 
special God-moment in relation to that little butterfly. 
  After several minutes the tiny butterfly flew away briefly, and then 
returned to rest on my other hand for several minutes, before finally 
flitting off for good. 
  Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany will soon be upon 
us.  It is my wish for myself, for you, and, indeed, for all persons to 
pay attention, to look for beauty, to experience the Wonder of God-
With-Us in myriad ways, both big and small, during this holy season. 
(Pastor Doug) 
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OCTOBER              2008 
10-31 THRU 11-2    
Fall Senior High Rally at Beaverton 
This is a change. 
 
NOVEMBER           2008 
  1  
  2 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
     Daylight Savings Time ends 
    GWCTD envelopes to be passed out today 
  3    
  4  Election Day 
  5 Quilting 9 AM   
  6   
  7  
  8  Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner 6 PM 
  9  9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
10    
11   
12  Quilting 9 AM   
13   
14  
15  
16  9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
17   
18  
19 Quilting 9 AM   
20  
21  
22   
23 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
24  
25  Thanksgiving Service w/Freeport TBA 
26   Quilting 9 AM   
27  THANKSGIVING DAY 
28  
29  
30 9:45-12 WORSHIP STUDY TIME 
     First  Sunday of Advent 
     2¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday  
 
 
Musicians: 11/02, 09: Jeannie K., Joe M songleader 
11/16: Joe M., Paulette R. song leader 
11/23, 30: Libby K/Joe M., Paulette R song leader 
Greeters – The Hamilton’s 
Usher –Duane Snavely  
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
  
 
 

                                  

DECEMBER              2008  
  1 
  2  
  3 Quilting 9 AM   
  4   
  5  
  6  
  7 9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  8   
  9  
10 Quilting 9 AM   
11  
12  
13    
14 9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
      Newsletter items due 
15       
16 
17 Quilting 9 AM  
      Print & mail newsletters  
18  
19  
20   
21 9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
22  
22    
23  
24  Christmas Eve Service – 6 PM 
25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
26   
27  
28 9:45-WORSHIP   11:00-SUNDAY SCHOOL 
     2 ¢ Offering & Food Pantry Sunday 
29 
30  
31 Quilting 9 AM  
      NEW YEARS EVE 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Musicians: 12/7, 14-Jeannie K/Joe M, songleader 
12/21: Joe M. , Paulette R, song leader 
12/28: Libby K/Joe M, Paulette R, song leader 
Greeters – Ammon & Violet Miller    
Usher – Amanda Reichenbach 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
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Worship Services for November: 
11/ 2 - "Piecing Together the Brethren Way:     
               Peace and Justice" 
11/ 9 - "Piecing Together the Brethren Way:  
               Mission" 
11/16 - "Piecing Together the Brethren Way:  
                 Service" 
11/23 - "Piecing Together the Brethren Way:  
                 Health and Wholeness" 
11/30 – 1ST Sunday of Advent: "Be on the     
                Watch"/"Piecing Together the  
                Brethren Way: “Call and Vocation" 
Worship Services for December: 
12/ 7–2ND Sunday of Advent: "Prepare the  
                   way." 
12/14-3RD Sunday of Advent: "Testify to the  
                    light." 
12/21-4TH Sunday of Advent: "Name him  
                    Jesus." 
Wed., 12/24-Christmas Eve service, 6 PM.:  
                    "Bow down before him." 
12/28 - "A light for revelation" 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Items for the newsletters are due on these 
dates: 12/14. To be done 12/17.  On 2009; 
items for newsletter are due on 2/15, 4/20, 
6/21, 8/9, 10,18, 12/13.  To be done on 2/18, 
4,23, 6/24, 8,19, 10/21, 12/16. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
Next 1 month 
Jan. 1 – NEW YEARS DAY 
Jan. 4-Bread & Cup Communion 
Jan. 5- Church Board 7 PM 
Jan. 6 – Epiphany (12 days after Christmas 
Jan. 18 – Council Meeting/Carry-in Dinner 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
PRAYERS & CONCERNS: Bertha Polzin, Letha 
Buckingham, for others who have crisis in their lives, 
for the soldiers overseas and all the people here at home 
in the USA and for those in the world that needs Shalom. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

Congratulations to Terri Vanas and Bill Jones, who are 

getting married Sat., Oct. 25th, at 2:37 PM at the Hope 

Church of the Brethren.  Terri is the daughter of Pat and 

Don Vanas.    

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

“Peace on Earth, goodwill to men.”  The Angelic hosts 

did sing.  God sent the Angels to declare all praise to the 

newborn King.        Edna Massimilla 

 

 

 Our winter address is: Mr. & Mrs. Tom Burnell, 

PMB #20710, PO Box 2428, Pensacola, FL 

32513.  Our new email is: 

http://worktheroadagain.tripod.com  

Thomas Burnell’s address for the winter is 

6230 Fordwick SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49548. 

Thanks, see ya in the spring, Wanda 

Every journey begins with the first step. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Thought for Today about what God asks of us  

“There are times when God asks nothing of his 
children except silence, patience and tears.” 
                                        -C. S. Robinson 

In a wordy world, where different sides claim to be 
right, and we’re unsure who’s telling the truth . . . 
God asks his sons and daughters to be silent and 
know that he is the Wonderful Counselor. 
In a hectic world, where we’re pressured to run the 
rat race, and we’re yearning for rest . . . 
God asks his children to be still and know that he is 
the Prince of Peace.  
In a hurting world, where trouble dogs our steps, 
and we’re heartbroken . . . 
God asks us to be serene and know he is the 
Everlasting Father. 
                      “Step out of the traffic!   

Take a long, loving look at me, your High God, 
above politics, above everything.” 
(Psalm 46:10 THE MESSAGE) 

             By: Johnny R. Almond, Pastor 
Colonial Beach Baptist Church 

A Lighthouse for God 
Sent to me by Dale Posthumus 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>  
BIRTHDAYS - NOVEMBER 

4 Chris Duits 
5 Lori Bergy, Jim Stewart 

6 Connie Falconer 
7 Sarah Bergy, Sarah Clevenger, 

7 Todd Wieland 
19 Bethany Jones 

20 Letha Buckingham, Stacy Vandenbosch 
20 Pam Posthumus 

21 Beverly Binns 
23 Martin Posthumus, Shelley Steward 

26 Noah Kinsey 
28 Sharon Jones 

29 Doug Calloway, Doug Reichenbach 
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ANNIVERSARIES-NOVEMBER 
2 Paul & Erica Fitzpatrick-12 yrs. 

10 Ross & Janice Livingston-41 yrs. 
11 Keith & Jean Bergy-63 yrs. 

25 Norm & Betty Caskey-41 yrs. 
30 Kerry & Amy Tuttle-Hellwig-17 yrs. 

Total married years = 174 years 
BIRTHDAYS - DECEMBER 
2 Ben Buehler, Noah Joseph 

8 Duane Snavely 
9 Vicki Cook, Mona Stewart 

13 Stacy Crumback 
16 Chris Hull 

17 Emily Buys, Charleen Thompson 
24 Nicole Cook,  Janice Livingston 

24 Dylan Seese 
30 Cathy Seese, Darlene Vanderwood 

ANNIVERSARIES-DECEMBER 
17 Melanie & George Basler-20 yrs. 
19 Duane & Marie Deardorff-60 yrs. 

Total married years = 80 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
* LIFE IN THE 1500'S ***  

     The next time you are washing your hands and complain because 

the water temperature isn't just how you like it, think about how things 

used to be . Here are some facts about the1500s:  

     Most people got married in June because they took their yearly 

bath in May, and still smelled pretty good by June. However, they 

were starting to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide 

the body odor. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when 

getting married was started.  

     Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the 

house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then all the other 

sons and men, then the women and finally the children. Last of all 

were the babies. By then the water was so dirty you could actually 

lose someone in it. Hence the saying: Don't throw the baby out with 

the bath water.  

     Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood 

underneath. It was the only place for animals to get warm, so all the 

cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof. When it 

rained, it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and 

fall off the roof. Hence the saying: It's raining cats and dogs.  

     There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This 

posed a real problem in the bedroom where bugs and other 

droppings could mess up your nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big 

posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection. That's 

how canopy beds came into existence.  

     The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt.  

Hence the saying: Dirt poor. The wealthy had slate floors that would 

get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on 

floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they added 

more thresh until, when you opened the door, it would all start 

slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway. 

Hence the saying a threshhold.  (Learning anything new??) 

     In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that 

always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the fire and added things 

to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. 

They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get 

cold overnight and then start over the next day. Sometimes stew had 

food in it that had been there for quite a while. Hence the rhyme, 

Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine 

days old..  

     Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite 

special. When visitors came over, they would hang up their bacon to 

show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could, bring home the 

bacon. They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all 

sit around and chew the fat.  

     Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high 

acid content caused some of the lead to leach onto the food, causing 

lead poisoning death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so 

for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered poisonous.  

     Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt 

bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle, and guests got the top, 

or the upper crust. 

     Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination 

would sometimes knock the imbibers out for a couple of days. 

Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and 

prepare them for burial. They were laid on the kitchen table  for a 

couple of days and the family would gather around and eat and drink 

and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence: the custom of 

holding a wake.  

     England is old and small and the local folks started running out of 

places to bury people. So they would dig up coffins and would take 

the bones to a bone-house, and reuse the grave. When reopening 

these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks 

on the inside and they realized they had been burying people alive. 

So they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through 

the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone 

would have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the graveyard shift.) 
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to listen for the bell; thus, someone could be, saved by the bell or 

was considered a ...dead ringer.  

     And that's the truth. Now, whoever said History was boring ! ! !  

      Note from the editor:  This was sent to me by my granddaughter.  

I don’t know this for a fact, but it sounds possible at some time and 

place.  Hope you had fun reading it.  Darlene 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Earth in Earnest 
Welcome to the August 2008 edition.  

"The oceans are in trouble; the coasts are in trouble; 
our marine resources are in trouble. These are not 

challenges we can sweep aside.” 
-James Watkins, Admiral, US Navy(Ret.); 
Head of US Commission on Ocean Policy 

In this edition: 
*World Environment-What's going on out there? 
My brother just returned from a trip to the ocean. 
He had a great time but was a little distressed that at 
high tide there was almost no beach to speak of.  
The water was coming in almost to property 
development. He said he never remembered the 
beach being that way before. I did a little research 
to find out whether there is some environmental 
cause or if it is something other. I found that  
scientists have been measuring coastal erosion for a 
number of years and have found that the rate is 
significantly higher some years than others. How- 
ever, they don't know for certain whether this 
represents an increase or whether this is something 
that is cyclical. Most experts seem to suggest, 
though, that an educated guess would be that the 
rate of erosion has indeed increased, and further, 
that if it has, it is due to rising ocean levels. Over 
the past 2,000 years the sea level rose about 6 1/2 
feet, however it has risen 1 foot during the past 100 
years.  Therefore, if rising sea levels are indeed the 
cause of beach erosion we can only expect this to 
increase in the future. 
   "And God said 'Let the waters under the heavens 
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.' And it was so. God called the dry land 
earth, and the waters that were gathered together 
God called seas. And God saw that it was good." 
~Genesis 1:9-10 
World Environment-  The National Center for 
Ecological Analysis and Synthesis in Santa Barbara, 
CA recently conducted a study of the world's 
oceans which concluded that nearly half are “fairly 
degraded" with only 3.7% showing little or no  

impact from human activity. They found that our 
seas have "risen, warmed, & acidified worldwide." 
Frances Gulland, director of The Marine Mammal 
Center in Sausalito, CA, has seen disturbing 
evidence of the condition of our oceans in the sea 
animals that she studies. She has witnessed cancer-
stricken sea lions, sea otters that have a parasite 
linked to run-off, & fur seals victims of toxic algae.  
She says that we should take these animals' ailments 
as an early warning sign that things are not as they 
should be.  
   "Sponges grow in the ocean. That just kills me. I 
wonder how much deeper the ocean would be if that 
didn't happen."  — Steven Wright  

Facts to Act on- I was alarmed to learn that we contribute 
much less to protect our oceans than we do on land 
conservation causes. The U.S. government spends 
about $18,700 per square mile on our National Park 
Systems while $400 per square mile goes to ocean 
conservation. On the private level the picture is 
similar. Nearly 99% of all conservation dollars 
contributed by individuals go to land causes and 1% to 
ocean causes even though the earth is over 70% covered 
by oceans.  Make plans now for New Community 
Project's  August 7-15, 2009 Denali/Kenai Fjords 
Learning Tour. The last leg of the trip includes a sea 
life cruise into Kenai Fjords National Park for an 
upclose look at the vitality, diversity and fragility of 
the marine ecosystem, including fast-receding 
glaciers.  

   "Food is power. Are you in control of yours?"--- 
John Jeavons  

What’s to eat? Barbecued Halibut Steaks 

2 T butter     2 T brown sugar  1 T lemon juice 
2 cloves garlic, minced       ½ tsp black pepper 
2 tsp soy sauce                     1 lb. halibut steak 
Lightly oil grill grate. Brush fish with brown sugar 
sauce, and place on grill. Cook for 5 minutes per 
side, or until fish can be easily flaked with a fork, 
basting with sauce. Discard remaining basting 
sauce. 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      Wishing you a very nice Thanksgiving and a very  
Merry Christmas.  May God bless all of you. 
                              Editor: Darlene Vanderwood 
                                       vandar@sbdglobal.net  


